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Important Dates 

Dear Tiger Families, 

The 20201-2022 school year is well underway and we have many great things 
happening at GJHS! 

We are excited to have student sections back at our athletic events and look for-
ward to being able to cheer on all of our Tiger teams this year. 

We are also preparing to have a traditional homecoming week, complete with a 
parade down Main Street, a pep assembly, athletic events, and a dance. The week of 
October 4th promises to be busy for students and parents as we all prepare for 
these fun events. 

If you have any questions about our Keeping Schools Open plan, please visit the 
district website. This will outline the parameters regarding how we are responding 
to Covid-19 cases in our community, as well as when we may need to quarantine 
classes, require masks, or go to remote learning. As always, our goal is to keep stu-
dents in school as much as possible, so please work with your student if they are  
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The Dean’s Desk 
Welcome back! 

What a great start to the school year.  Students are excited to be back in school 
with their friends (and their studies, too—of course), and this brings with it our 
need for parents to help direct students to the GJHS Student Dress Code. 

Students need to “dress appropriately, and groom themselves in a 

manner that promotes safe, healthy, and legal choices…” and “clothing 

should be neat, clean, tasteful, and modest.” 
We appreciate your help in making GJHS a wonderful learning environment 

for ALL Students.  
 

 

Thank you, 

Tom LeFebre, Dean of Students 

Advertise your  

business in the GJHS 

Monthly Newsletter.  Dis-

tribution to over 1600 

households per month at 

reasonable rates.   

Contact Steve Brown at  

steve.brown@d51schools.org  

Letter from the Principal 

https://d51schools.org/news/what_s_new/2021-22_keeping_schools_open_plan
mailto:steve.brown@d51schools.org
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not feeling well. There are many locations around the valley offering rapid tests, which will allow student to return 
to school quickly if they are feeling any Covid-related symptoms. 

As always, we thank you for allowing us to collaborate with you in the education of your student. We have en-
joyed seeing students both with and without masks, and we look forward to continuing another successful year at 
GJHS! 

Have a great September!  Go Tigers! 
 
 Meghan Roenicke, Principal  

Food Bank of the Rockies and GJHS Interact Club 

The Interact Club and The Riverside Educational Center will be holding Fall Food Bank giveaways 

in conjunction with the Food Bank of the Rockies after school on September 14th & 28th.  Distribution 

for students will begin at 3:15pm.  It will open to the community from 3:30-5:15pm in the circle drive in 

the East Parking lot.  If you or anyone you know has food insecurity issues, please come.  Everyone is 

welcome as our students & staff love to serve their community. 

Distributions are planned on the 2th and 4th Tuesdays of each month, though this may change during 

the holiday months. If you need more information, please contact Ms. Gentry at Grand Junction High 

School.  

Principal’s Letter (continued) 

Orange and Black Online  

Tigers, don't forget that the student newspaper, The Orange & Black, works to keep up with all the important 

school news, events, and issues. Follow our website, oandbnews.com, or follow us on social media (Instagram and 

Twitter: gjhsoandb) for news, unique campus stories and student perspectives on today's most important topics. To 

see our past issues, visit https://issuu.com/gjhsoandb  

http://oandbnews.com/
https://issuu.com/gjhsoandb
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Homecoming Week 2021! Oct 4-Oct 10  

All Week:  Spirit Contests!  Student winners each day. 

Mon: Powderpuff and Ruff N Tuff games after school 4-7 pm 

Thurs: Parade: 6:30 pm, Main Street !! Please be there to support GJHS.  

 Bonfire: 7:30-9:00 pm GJHS track area/North side 

Fri: Football Game & Chariot Race at Stocker Stadium  

Sat: Homecoming Dance! Beyond the Reef 7-10:30 pm  Main Gym  

GJHS Student Council Presents:  

Library News 

Hello Tiger Families! We are excited to start the 2021-22 school year. We know that you have a choice in 

schools, and we are so thankful that you chose GJHS! Our school has so much to offer, and one of those offerings 

is the Tiger Boutique and Haberdashery. The Boutique is stocked with a great selection of clothing, shoes, and 

toiletries, and everything is absolutely free. Watch for the announcements about our hours or email tiger-

boutique@d51schools.org to request an appointment time to shop for all your student’s back to school necessities.  

Unfortunately (and fortunately) we cannot accept any new donations of clothing at this time due to lack of 

space.  If you have donations you would like to make, please email in September to see what our inventory looks 

like.  Thank you. 

Tiger Boutique and Haberdashery  

The library here at GJHS has been hoppin'!  This last month, we've had many classes come in for an orienta-
tion, and I have been taking time to show students our "digital library," which can be accessed 24/7 through our 
library website. (Google GJHS Library and click on Marmot!) 

 Our library is part of the Marmot Library Network, and many students are already familiar with the online 
catalog from elementary or middle school and the public library.  Lots of students chose to sign up for SMS mes-

saging so that they get text messages when their books are due--and can renew those books through those texts.  

Students learned:  

• they each have their own Marmot account, which can be accessed from anywhere through ClassLink or 
the GJHS Library web page 

• their login info is their last name and library card number (their student ID number) 

• they can renew books through their Marmot account 

• they can look up past favorite books to get ideas for new books they might want to read 

• they can create lists in Marmot and save books to those lists that they might want to read later 

• libraries do not keep a record of every book one has checked out--but that there is a setting in one's Mar-
mot account that can be turned on to keep track of read books (for personal use only--not library use) 

• every student has an Overdrive account, which is an app one can put on one's phone or access through 
ClassLink that allows them to borrow ebooks and audiobooks 

If your student wonders about any of this information, just have them stop in and talk to Ms. Lori or me. 

Happy September! 

Pam Middlemas, GJHS Library 
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Greeting Tiger Families! 
We hope you are all staying healthy! Just a few reminders from the health office: 
If your student is ill, please remember we are asking for a negative COVID test, or an alternative diagnosis 

from a physician for them to return before 10 days. This includes students who are sent home from the health of-
fice. 

If you have tested positive or have had contact with a COVID positive person please call the health depart-
ment for direction on isolating and quarantine. Please ask them to send notification to the school and we will fix 
attendance based on those reports. Please understand all dates from the health department trump the tentative 
dates from our health office and staff. The number for Mesa County Public Health is 970-254-4120. 

We continue to update immunizations for those required for school attendance and the COVID vaccine. 
Please provide updates as your student receives these. COVID vaccine is not required for school. Parents and 
guardians wanting exemptions for vaccines must complete the state required certificate as well as the exemption 
form. Please submit both to the school. This is to be completed yearly. You can find these requirements, learning 
module and certificate of completion at https://cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions. 

Stay well Tigers! 

Mel McConnell— RN, BSN        

Radawna Clark-Bobbitt—Health Assistant    

Melinda Garcia—Health Assistant  

970-254-6900 x24191 

Health Office Notices 

New Face at the SBA Office 

ELF—The Musical Coming soon to our Theatre! 

The Theatre Department wants to thank everyone who came out to audition in August. Elf the Musical 

has been fully cast with 40+ students, and we can't wait to see everyone in December. Please mark your calendars 

for December 10-11 and 17th-18th. This will be a fun show you will not want to miss!  

GJHS Parents/Guardians,  

Allow me to introduce myself as your new SBA Secretary at GJHS! My name is Yesica Olivas-Bravo, and I 
am happy to assist you and your student with any fee related questions and payments.  

GJHS has a new feature called MyPaymentsPlus to enable families to pay their student's class fees online. This 
site can be accessed at any time to pay athletic, music, participation, and general student fees. Another great fea-
ture we now have is a credit card reader in the main office! This enables us to take credit card payments any time 
during school hours. I am also happy to take your credit card over the phone as well to pay your student's fees.  

You are welcome to continue paying your student's fees by cash, check, and credit card at the main office. The 
main office hours are 7:30am - 3:30 pm.  

Please reach out if you have any questions.  My number is 970-254-6900 extension 24106 and my email is 

yesica.olivasbravo@d51schools.org.  

Free Breakfast and Lunch 

Thanks to the Federal Nutrition Program, Breakfast and Lunch are free for all students this year regardless 

of financial need.  Students, if you need a nutritious meal, get down to the cafeteria. 

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions
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Athletics Update 

GJHS ATHLETICS 
Please remember to purchase your tickets for all home events online on our school website or use this link:    

 

Boys Tennis 

A great start to the 2021 GJHS Boys Tennis Season.  Evan Gear, Matthew Silzell and Evan Severs have filled the 
top 3 singles positions for the Tiger’s this year.  The two juniors and sophomore are going to be looked upon for 
solid performances throughout the season.  They have already started off strong, with Evan Severs posting on 5-1 
overall record and Evan Gear and Matt Silzell with a 4-2 overall record.  In addition, our top 2 doubles teams pos-
sess outstanding potential.  Those 2 positions are filled by: Bailey Rubinstein, Jase Satterfield, Christian Tuttle, and 
Nick Silzell.  All four players have 2-3 years of experience playing doubles and with their early successes, the Ti-
gers hope to continue to grow on the court and bring more wins to the table.  The Tigers are 2-0 in duals so far, 
beating Central and Fruita.  They also took 2nd place at the 8-team tournament – the Lowry Bishop Invite.  Keep 
up the good work.  Go Tigers! 

 

Cheer 

Cheer is going great! We have one of the largest teams that we have ever had with 25 members! We are excited to 
be back cheering for volleyball and football games! We want to thank all of the sponsors who donated to the team 
this year with our sponsorship t-shirt fundraiser and all the mini cheerleaders who attended our mini cheer camp! 
We are excited to showcase some of the skills we have learned in our cheer camp over the summer at the games we 
will be cheering at. We hope to see you at the games! GO TIGERS! 

 

Cross Country 

The GJHS Cross Country team has had a great start to the season with the boy's team finishing in first and the 
girl's team finishing in third at their most recent meet at the Palisade Dawg Invitational. The coaches are notic-
ing awesome improvements in individual performances from new runners and underclassmen as well. The cross 
country team will have an opportunity to race in Ridgway at the Ramble on the Reservoir on September 17th and 
in Fruita at the Anna Banana Invitational on September 24th. We are looking forward to what the rest of the sea-
son brings! 

 

Boys Soccer 

This year has been great so far for the GJHS Boys’ Soccer team. Since 2018, the team has struggled to have enough 
players for two full rosters, but this year there are more than enough to fill the field and the bench. The GJHS team 
is competitive enough to gain a victory over any team in the valley and developing their teamwork will only make 
them a bigger threat in terms of winning the league. The Tigers have already played three Denver teams, three of 
the top 10 teams in the state: Cherry Creek, Denver East, and Rock Canyon. Locally, the boys have one win 
against Palisade under their belts. As the season progresses, the coaches are excited to work with the boys and see 
where their potential can take them. We would love to have as much support from our Tiger family as possible this 
year. Go Tigers!! 

 

Volleyball 

The Varsity volleyball team is off to a much stronger start than last season, with already three wins under their belt 
(over Roaring Fork, DSST Byers, and Pomona). The stat leaders for the season so far are Leanna Clement with 46 
kills, 12 aces, 11 blocks, and 76 digs and Jordan Brown with 114 assists, 9 aces, and 40 digs. The JV and C-team 
also have gained some wins in the early start to the season. The next big game that we hope to have a lot of student 
support at is Thursday, September 23, against Central High School. Come out and support the girls! GO TIGERS! 
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Athletics Update 

Boys Golf 

The GJHS boys golf team is having another successful year and improving tremendously as the season progresses. 
The Tigers have competed in eight events thus far. The Tigers have finished third twice, fourth once, and fifth 
three times. High school golf tournaments usually have 12-18 team participating. This year’s team is led by senior 
Cale Moore. Also, on varsity are juniors Landon Scarbrough, Ben Coleman and sophomore Maddox Lovato. 
Freshman Jack Kaul rounds out the varsity squad. The Tigers are looking forward to the regional tournament on 
September 20th.  

 

Softball 

The Grand Junction Softball program is excited to have started the season off this year. After the mess that 
COVID created last year, we are just happy to be out on the field. The program has 9 new incoming freshman. 
With 3 returning players, one junior and two sophomores. This group of girls is very hard working and driven. The 
team is young and full of energy. The road ahead is going to be tough and filled with growing pains, but it is going 
to worth it in the end. We look forward to what the future holds and growing together as a team. We hope to see 
Grand Junction come out and support the girls softball team this season.  Go Tigers!! 

 

Football 

2021 GJHS football is underway. There are 70 student athletes on the field for the Tigers this year, 30 players on 
the freshman team, and 40 players that are competing on the JV and varsity teams. The team worked extremely 
hard this offseason in the weight room and is excited to compete and grow as a team on the field. Come out and 
support 2021 Tiger Football!! 

Girls Basketball Open Gyms 

Girls Basketball will host open gym sessions for all interested girls not competing in a school sport Mondays 
and Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 in the auxiliary gym.  October days are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, same 
time and place.  We're hoping for a gym full of Tigers playing hoops and having fun as we prepare for tryouts on 
November 15.  For more information contact Coach Provenza, Coach Brunton or Coach DeVencenty. 

Coach Provenza 
TIGER PRIDE!!! 

Future Business Leaders of America 

FBLA starts Monday September 13. 
FBLA stands for Future Business Leaders of America and  FBLA helps high school students prepare 

for careers in business through academic competitions, leadership development, and educational pro-
grams.  Come check us out in Room 103 during lunch! 

Fundraising Success against Lymphoma 

Junction! Thank you so much for your participation in the March Hero Squad Event! In total, we 
raised $911.63 for the Lymphoma and Leukemia Society. That’s awesome! We would also like to 

thank the students and teachers who shaved their heads for the cause. Huge thank you to Jenna Cox, 
Lanie Dougherty, Mr. Sleeper, Trey Lefebre, Corran Gandy, Moss Byrd, Brayden MacDonald, Jay 

Kirkland, Isaiah Solomon, Katelyn Peterson, Mateo Massa, Jasmine Nieves, and others. We are super 
excited to participate in this event again next year! 
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REC offers Afterschool Tutoring In-person 

The Riverside, REC, afterschool program will continue to offer homework support, and tutoring Mondays 
through Thursdays 3:30 until 5:30. If you are interested in learning more about REC, please email Ms. Gentry 
at cheyanne.gentry@d51schools.org . 

Interested in Travel to Ecuador? 

Join us June 2022 in traveling to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands! This is an 
amazing opportunity for students to experience another country, practice speaking 

Spanish, and earn high school or college credit while they’re doing it 

       Contact Señora Henao at sarah.henao@d51schools.org for information or 
go to the website at www.explorica.com/Henao-1425.  

Travel to Spain & Portugal 

Over spring break of 2023 GJHS students will have the opportunity to travel to Spain and Portugal and experience 

the rich culture of the Iberian Peninsula. We’ll see the amazing architecture, try the food, see a flamenco dancing 

show and see the Rock of Gibraltar. Contact Señora Henao at sarah.henao@d51schools.org for information or go 

to https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/2382595SF  

mailto:sarah.henao@d51schools.org
http://www.explorica.com/Henao-1425
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At 

Grand Junction 

 WE ARE IN THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME. 

 

 WE ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN LEARNING AND 

 COMPLETE WORK WITH INTEGRITY. 
 

 WE LISTEN TO, ACKNOWLEDGE, AND RESPOND 

 TO ONE ANOTHER. 

 

 WE USE TECHNOLOGY (I.E., CELL PHONES) 

 POLITELY AND RESPONSIBLY. 

 

 WE USE APPROPRIATE AND PROFESSIONAL VERBAL 

 AND PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES. 

 

       WE MAKE SAFE, HEALTHY, LEGAL CHOICES. 


